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Melissa Bieler
Univest National Bank & Trust Co.

Jennifer Foltz
First Savings Bank of Perkasie

M.J. Haaz
Bucks County Community College

David Parker
Bucks Count

 Workforce Investment Board

Eric Wright
Bucks County Opportunity Council

Missing from Photos: Angela Tomlin., Penn Foundation
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Class of  2010-2011 Class R ecognition Cer emony

Graduate Jen Foltz was congratulated by her mother, Sharon Ross, and
co- worker Leslie Kramer.
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Graduate Melissa Bieler and her husband Lee enjoyed some time with
friends.

Graduate MJ Haaz and co-worker at BCCC Patti McEnery talked with
graduate David Parker and his wife, Barbara.

Board members Dave Beck, Dave Nyman, Dave Alderfer, and Chris Fickes
took a break to enjoy the food and drinks.

George and Sheryl Wright congratulate their son Eric on his accomplishment.
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A Message from the Chamber President Keith Smith:

As you likely have heard by now, our exploratory efforts to merge with the Upper Bucks Chamber

of Commerce and create one Chamber of Commerce for all of Upper Bucks County have ended

due to the unexpected vote of rejection by the Upper Bucks Board of Directors.  Your board was

prepared to join the Upper Bucks board at a joint meeting last week to discuss the opportunity to

bring our two organizations together, followed by a formal vote.

After a great deal of study and deliberation, our board favored this merger.  Why?  Because we

think our future as a vibrant, growing Chamber of Commerce will involve a partner that can help us

provide still greater opportunities to our members and allow us to do things on a larger, more

efficient scale.  I’d like to recognize and thank board members Tom Skiffington, Dave Nyman and

Chris Fickes for joining me in serving on the Merger Study Team during the past four months.

While the end result is disappointing, the Board that leads your Pennridge Chamber is prepared to

continue the (almost) 50-year tradition of serving our members and community and to providing

value for your membership.

 One of the benefits of the merger process was the time taken to focus on our strengths and

weaknesses, and pinpointing some areas we can improve on.  One is educational opportunities on

key topics of business interest for our members. We will soon announce a summer-time educational

program, and will have a larger scale offering in September when everyone is back from vacation.

And we have recently announced the continuation of our highly regarded “Leadership Bucks…Upper

County”  program.  It starts in September and it is a great way to provide a unique opportunity for

young leaders in our companies to learn more about leadership, communication and teamwork

and how they can have a positive impact on the quality of life in Bucks County.

We also learned that we need more people to join us in our work.  Our committees are

small, and we would benefit from some fresh eyes to help us keep what we are doing forward

looking.  And a third step we are taking is by encouraging new volunteers to help bring insights and

ideas to our Board and committees.  Please volunteer or invite someone from your company to

help bring new insights and ideas to our board that will make our business community great.

Financially we, like many businesses, are continuing to adapt to the difficult economy.  The

Board meets monthly and is working creatively to keep the Chamber’s finances on solid footing

with an eye to reducing expenses.  One of the keys to keeping your Chamber healthy is providing

our member companies with true value and growing our membership.  WE appreciate your continued

support as an active member and welcome your ideas, contacts and support as we continue to

serve our Business Community.

We would appreciate your encouragement to one of your contacts to join the Pennridge Chamber

to help us grow and serve all our members to the level we are planning.

Finally, the two most important words in the English language: “Thank You.”  Thank You to those

who cheered the merger process.  Thank You to those members who said they would be with us

either way.  Thank You to those who joined us for the events we worked on this spring with Upper

Bucks.  And Thank You for your faith in the leadership and vision of this Board.

Please know that we remain hard at work to serve our members, as we have since 1963.  If you

have questions or comments, I’d enjoy hearing from you.



Board of Directors
and Staff - 2011

Keith Smith
President

Prodesco, Inc.

Dave Nyman
Vice President

Consultant

Thomas Skiffington
Treasurer

RE/MAX 440, Perkasie

Janet Mintzer
Secretary

Pearl S. Buck International

Neil Fosbenner
Immediate Past President

First Savings Bank of Perkasie

Betty Graver
Executive Director, PCC

David Alderfer, Director
Grand View Hospital

David Beck, Director
The Weimer Group

David Caro, Esq., Director
Grim, Biehn & Thatcher

Bill Delaney, Director
Landis Supermarket

James Spindler, Director
Univest Corporation of PA

James Steeley, Director
Betty Meier Steeley Funeral Home

Lisa Bogan
Assistant to the Executive Director

Brenda Price
Communications Editor

Welcome Ne w Member s!Welcome Ne w Member s!
The following companies and individuals have made an important investment in
their business and community by joining the chamber.  Please remember them for
your business and personal needs.  Also make a special effort to welcome them as
they attend our functions.

Eisenhart Construction, Brian
Eisenhart, 1164 Nemeth Road,
Coopersburg, PA  18036, phone:  610-346-
6006. This construction company
specializes in framing, remodeling, doors,
windows, siding, and roofing.

Amber Lapp, Pharmaceutical
Consultant, 429 Upper Stump Road,
Chalfont, PA  18914, phone: 215-716-
3522.  Amber is a local pharmaceutical
consultant.

William Lewis & Son, W. Brian
Lewis, 85 Allentown Road, Elroy, PA
18964, phone:  215-723-7467. This small
business can meet all of your plumbing
needs.

Take Shape For Life, Vicki Fox, 211
Holiday House Road, Sellersville, PA
18960, phone:  215-257-4554, Web Site:
FeelingGreat4Life.tsfl.com. Take Shape
For Life combines the power of quality
weight-loss meal replacements and
skilled, caring coaching to help you lose
weight and achieve long-term optimal
health.

2011-2012
Leader ship Buc ks . . . Upper County

to Begin in September

The Pennridge Chamber of Commerce Leadership Bucks…Upper County program
will again commence in September!  As a member of the Pennridge Business community,
the Chamber realizes that you need peak performance from all your employees.
Leadership Bucks…Upper County is designed to engage the participants in a nine-
month series of leadership experiences that will strengthen civic knowledge and enrich
personal leadership skills—a winning combination for you and the community.

The success of the past six years has been very rewarding.  We continue to evaluate
our program and to implement ideas to improve the participant’s leadership skills.

The program is geared for community members who desire to reach their greatest
potential, both personally and professionally.  Please seriously consider becoming part
of the 2011 – 2012 Leadership Class.  If you believe one of your colleagues or someone
you may know is more suited for this leadership program, please pass the information
to them and encourage their participation!

We realize the economy has forced many businesses to cut back in their spending.
It is during trying times that businesses must make wise investment decisions. Investing
in the development of stronger leadership within your organization is an investment in
your company’s future.

We are very excited about the program and are looking forward to providing the
Leadership Bucks…Upper County program to our valued business community!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Chamber office at
215-257-5390, or via e-mail at pennridgecc@pennridge.com.



Business After Hour s
Dublin Dental Center and

Savona Chir opr actic
May 5, 2011

Andrea Hoffman, Dr. Matt Savona, and Vicki Miracle all enjoy working
together at Savona Family Chiropractic.

Dr. Matt Savona, a long time resident of Bucks County, met Rob
Mitchell, Aide to Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick.

Debbie Gahman and Dr. Dean Cirocco enjoy working together at the
Dublin Dental Center.

Dr. Dean Cirocco welcomes Ellen Litzenberger from Bucks County
Seafood, which provided food for the event.

Carolyn Ford, Ann Kuznicki with the Dublin TEC Center, and PCC
Director Dave Nyman met each other at this networking event.

This state of the art facility opened in 2010.



Professional Support DayProfessional Support DayProfessional Support DayProfessional Support DayProfessional Support Day

“You are a Key Piece“You are a Key Piece“You are a Key Piece“You are a Key Piece“You are a Key Piece

of the Puzzle”of the Puzzle”of the Puzzle”of the Puzzle”of the Puzzle”

      April 27, 2011

Indian Valley Country Club

Professional Support Person of the Year Pat Wolf was
congratulated by Rep. Paul Clymer, her “boss” for the last 20
years.

The Professional Support Day Committee consisted of: Alyson Nelson
and Dawn Slade from The Washington House, Chair April Donahue,
QNB, Jean Curry, Pennridge Airport, Lisa Bogan, Pennridge Chamber,
and Jill Lamb, DTL.

Landis Supermarket, Silverdale Borough, and Grand View Hospital
patiently waited for lunch to be served.

First Savings Bank of Perkasie filled this table.

Bucks County Community College Upper Bucks Campus
was well represented.

A group from Pearl S. Buck International enjoyed the
luncheon.

McCormick Brothers and Presto Pest Control had an
opportunity to visit.

A RE/MAX 440 employee was the winner of
the coveted basket donated by the Bernard
Suess Funeral Home.



Ken Cressman and Tom Skiffington headed this RE/MAX 440 group.
To Tom’s right are his parents Rita and Guy Skiffington.

April Donahue, QNB, chair of the
Professional Support Day Committee,
welcomed everyone, gave the
invocation, and led the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Dr. Lisa Andrejko and Alice Bishop from Quakertown Community
School District attended the luncheon for the first time. Another table filled with RE/MAX 440 participants

Music for the event was provided by
Woody Pole.

PCC Treasurer Tom Skiffington and PCC Executive
Director Betty Graver pose with Professional Support
Person of the Year Pat Wolf.

RE/MAX 440 had a total 41 attendees!



Bucks County Community College

Upper Bucks Campus

May 17, 2011

Boar dsmanship and Leader ship Oppor tunities
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Chamber Executive Director Betty Graver and Chamber President
Keith Smith were presenters for the day.

Leadership Committee member Andi LeRoy led the afternoon
session on Conflict Resolution.

Jennifer Foltz, First Savings Bank of Perkasie, M.J. Haaz, BCCC,
and Eric Wright, Bucks County Opportunity Council enjoy a
moment together.

Raymond “Skip” Goodnoe, Board President, Bucks County
Community College Foundation and Alumni Relations and
Tobi Bruhn, Executive Director, Bucks County Community
College Foundation and Alumni Relations were presenters
in this session.

David Parker, Bucks County Workforce Investment Board,
and Angel Tomlin, Penn Foundation enjoy a break
together.



The Professional Advocate for
Business in Upper Bucks

538 West Market Street
Perkasie, PA 18944
Phone: (215) 257-5390
Fax: (215) 257-6840
http://www.pennridge.com
email: pennridgecc@pennridge.com

Return Service Requested

Remember y our ABC’ s:   ALWAYS  B UY  CHAMBER

Please patronize the businesses who advertise in our newsletter.

SCORE Counselor available every Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 am or11:00 am at the Chamber office.
Check out their web site at http://www.score.org seven days a week.

Coming Events

July 10 Pennridge Community Day—Baby Parade, Lenape Park, 12 noon
July 12 Board of Directors Meeting, Chamber 7:30 a.m.

Remember you can always get updated information on all of our events on our website: www.pennridge.com




